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Volunteers and Sponsors Needed for Project Homeless Connect at Cashman Center on April 10
April Event Marks Effort to Hold Such Events Every Six Months
Who:
Project Homeless Connect brings together hundreds of volunteers, sponsors and public, private and faith-based organizations to help thousands of local homeless people in a single day.  The event is hosted by the Nevada Homeless Alliance (NHA), Clark County and the city of Las Vegas.  Hundreds of volunteers are needed to staff the event, which served more than 2,600 homeless people on Nov. 6.
What:
Project Homeless Connect, formerly known as the Stand Down for the Homeless, is a day-long event that helps thousands of people each year receive “a hand up, not a hand out.”  It is free to people who are homeless.  April 10 marks the beginning of an effort to hold two Project Homeless Connect events each year.  The event has previously been held once a year.  Organizers are seeking sponsors and volunteers.
When:
Thursday, April 10, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Where:
Cashman Center, at 850 Las Vegas Blvd. North, in downtown Las Vegas.

Why:
Organizers say Project Homeless Connect is one of the most effective ways of helping homeless people in Southern Nevada, where a recent census revealed an average of 11,417 homeless people staying in shelters or on the street on any given day, with an estimated 50,656 people becoming homeless over the course of a year.


Shannon West, regional homeless services coordinator for Southern Nevada, said local citizens, business and community leaders should realize that helping the homeless helps everyone in Southern Nevada.  Besides being the right thing to do, she said taxpayers save money by helping people move into housing and by helping people before they become homeless.
– more –
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During the Nov. 6 outreach event, 2,692 homeless people received help with food, housing, clothing, grooming, transportation, job training, health care, mental health counseling, substance abuse treatment, child care, veterans and legal services.  West said nearly 250 attendees were placed in housing during and after the event.


A not-for-profit account, called the Homeless Trust Fund, is being administered by the United Way of Southern Nevada to help the local homeless year-round.

Participants:
Participants include Clark County Social Service, city of Las Vegas, City of Henderson, city court, emergency shelter and housing providers, Nevada Legal Services, medical providers, dental care providers, employment and training agencies, local law enforcement agencies, Social Security Administration, street outreach service providers, state welfare and mental health agencies, the Veterans Administration, and faith-based groups.  
Sponsors:
Corporate and community sponsors include the Salvation Army, Three Square, B&P Advertising Media Public Relations, the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority, ERealEstateExec, Catholic Charities, Univision Radio, and others.

More:
To volunteer or for more information, call 455-5832 or visit www.HelpHopeHome.org. To donate or become a sponsor, call Kim Amato, executive director of Nevada Homeless Alliance, at 455-2699.
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